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3. D.E. Dissertation Committee (Form DE-1) 
Consult with the supervising professor to form a permanent D.E. dissertation or field study committee 

consisting of no less than four faculty members. At least one committee member must be outside of the 

department that the student is in. The committee chair is the supervising professor of the student. The 

student is responsible for submitting the form (Form DE-1) and nominating the committee to the 

Graduate Advisor at least 3 weeks prior to the scheduled Qualifying Examination date.  

4. Qualifying Examination (Form DE-2) 

The Qualifying Examination is used to determine if a student has the essential background and 

knowledge required for his/her dissertation research. Full-time D.E. students typically take the 

Qualifying Examination by the end of their first year at Lamar University. The exam shall be initiated by 
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To be eligible for the Candidacy Exam, a student must have passed the Qualifying Examination



4 
 

Discussions on Constraints and Limitations 

Describe the constraints and limitations of the proposed research. Discuss any potential pitfalls and 

possible solutions to overcome them. 

Biographical Sketch 

The students may include a brief biographical sketch with their proposal.  

 

 

7. Dissertation/Field Study Defense (Form DE-5 and Form DE-6
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8. Timeline 
Unless under special circumstances, the following timeline is recommended by the College of Engineering. 

For students admitted with a master’s degree in engineering 
1st 
Year 

1. Take courses. All courses must be approved by the student’s supervising professor 
and the department graduate advisor. 

2. Consult with the supervising professor to form a D.E. dissertation/field study 
committee (Form DE-1). 

3. Typically complete the Qualifying Exam (Form DE-2) by the end of first year for 
students not taking deficiency courses. The Qualifying Exam should be 
administered, and this form should be completed before the student completes 15 
credit hours of course work toward the D.E. degree. 

4. 
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For students admitted with a bachelor's degree in engineering  
The procedures for students admitted with a BS degree from 4-year engineering college are similar, 

except that the first year and second year activities may stretch to 3 years because 18 more credit hours 

of courses are required for students admitted to the program with a BS degree. 

9. Exception 
Any exception from this guideline shall be resolved with the agreement of the graduate advisor, 
department chair, and dean of the College of Engineering. 
 

10. D.E. Forms 
All the D.E. forms are listed as below. 

DE-1 Request for Appointment of D.E. Committee 

DE-2 Qualifying Examination 

DE-3 Doctor of Engineering Course Work 

DE-4 Candidacy Exam (Proposal Exam) 

DE-5 Request to Schedule D.E. Dissertation Defense 

DE-6 Result of D.E. Dissertation Defense 

 

 


