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Poster 1  

Presenter: Taylor Cox 
Mentor: Dr. Terri Davis 

Department of Political Science, Lamar University 
Research in Political Science 

Title: �³Guilty until Proven Innocent:  
A Race-Based Analysis of Exonerated Criminal Defendants in the United States  

and the Impact of Jury Bias and Eyewitness Testimony.�´ 
[ Research: In-progress ]  

 
 

 
 
 

Poster 2 

Presenter:  Clinton Essien 
Major in Communication 
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Poster 4 (Withdrawn)  

Presenter: Ashley Staggs 
Mentor: Dr. Lilian Felipe 
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�³�&���-���´���&�H�V�D�U���'�H�O�J�D�G�R 

Major in English and Modern Languages   

Mentor: Andre Favors, ABD �D�Q�G���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�R�U���2�¶�%�U�L�H�Q���6�W�D�Q�O�H�\ 

Research in Intercultural Communication 

Department of Communication and Media 

 

Cultural Identity and Digital Citizenship:  

How Do Social Media Consumers and Creators Reconcile their Identities 

 the Digital World  

Hypothesis:  

Ethnicity and/or race does alter our experience in social media. Additionally, it obligates us to alter how we 

interact with others on social media as opposed as to how we interact with those who are within the same ethno-

racial group. 

Research Experience  

During this summer, I was given the amazing opportunity to do research in a field that I find interesting. 

�0�\���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���V�W�X�G�\���Z�D�V���V�S�D�U�N�H�G���X�S�R�Q���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J���³�'�L�J�L�W�D�O���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V�K�L�S���D�P�R�Q�J���H�W�K�Q�L�F���P�L�Q�R�U�L�W�\���\�R�X�W�K�V���L�Q��

the �1�H�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �)�O�D�Q�G�H�U�V���´�� �,�Q�� �W�K�L�V�� �D�U�W�L�F�O�H���� �/�H�H�Q�� �'�¶�+�D�H�Q�H�Q�V���� �-�R�\�F�H�� �.�R�H�P�D�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �)�U�L�H�G�D�� �6�D�H�\�V�� �I�R�F�X�V�H�G�� �R�Q��

information and communication technology access among minorities, as well as how this may facilitate or hinder 

digital citizenship. Nonetheless, this article failed to examine how these groups interacted with each other. As a 

result, my project mentors and I decided to design a study that covered both technology access and group 

interaction. To accomplish this, it was determined that the best way to get input from the Lamar student population 
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the causal relationship between attitude and investment intentions, and investment decision behavioral control and 

investment intentions. The constructs in the second part are measured by a 5-point Likert scale using 1= Strongly disagree; 

2=Disagree; 3=Neutral; 4=Agree; 5=Strongly agree. 
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How has COVID-19 impacted the expenditures/costs of the business? 

 

COVID-19 has improved my organization's ability to 
create new products and services. 
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Madison Fondren and Kinlee Buesing 

Majors in Speech and Hearing Sciences 

Mentor: Dr. Jamie Azios 

Research in Speech and Hearing Sciences 

Department of Speech and Hearing Sciences 
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Table 1 

 Mean SD Range 
Number of views 

Speech-Language Pathologist 24,103
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There is opportunity for possible continuation of this project. As I noted earlier, most people do not know 

effective key terms to use when searching for information on the internet. A deeper analysis of this issue to find 

a way to solve this problem would be beneficial to both professionals and clients. In addition, the portrayal of 

many different disorders or interventions on YouTube could be examined similarly usin
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Research – In Progress / Poster 

Presenter: Taylor  Cox 

Mentor:  Dr. Terri  Davis 

Department of Political Science, LU  

Research in Political Science 

Guilty until Proven Innocent:  

A Race-Based Analysis of Exonerated Criminal Defendants in the United States  

and the Impact of Jury Bias and Eyewitness Testimony in Criminal Trials 

Studies reveal that since 1989, nearly one-half of the 2,000 people exonerated for crimes in the United States are 

black (Gross, et. al., 2017). My research examines whether racial bias in the American criminal justice system 

contributes to innocent black defendants being found guilty of criminal offenses more often than innocent white 

defendants. I hypothesize that a positive correlation exists between racial bias and the issuance of guilty verdicts 

of innocent black defendants. Using scientific qualitative data collection methodology, I specifically examine the 

variables of jury bias in sentencing with respect to the race of the victim, the role of eyewitness testimony in 

criminal trials, and jury bias with respect to the sentences given to innocent black defendants as compared to 
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Research – Early Stage / Poster  

Presenter:  Clinton Essier 

Mentor: Dr. Margot Gage 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminal Justice, LU 

Research in Sociology 

Veteran Medications 

Medical cannabis is a useful method for veterans to treat PTSD symptoms.  About 12.9% of veterans suffer from 

PTSD. Some veterans are interested in using medical cannabis as a treatment option because research shows that 

cannabis is effective in treating pain and alleviating PTSD symptoms. Steps are being taken for veterans to be 

able to use medical cannabis without losing their VA benefits. The use of cannabis for PTSD treatment and other 

illness is supported by a large number of veterans across the nation. 
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SURF Research – Poster 

Presenter: Chloe Smith 

Mentor: Dr. Monica Harn  

Department of Speech and Hearing, LU 

Research in Speech and Hearing 

        

 

A Cross-Sectional Study of the Portrayal of Childhood 
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Research – In Progress / Poster  

Presenter:  LaTane Davis (withdrawn)  

Mentor: Dr. Margot Gage 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminal Justice, LU 

Research in Sociology 

 

Did social media and the internet cause panic and more depression in 
adolescents in the USA during the pandemic? 

In 2020 life around the world abruptly changed for everyone due to the deadly covid-19 disease. People were 

forced to be confined to their homes, children had to learn from home, and everyone depended heavily on the 

news, social media, and the internet not only as just a source of information on the disease, but as a way to stay 
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Research – Early Stage – Talk 

Presenter: Kevin Bogany 

Mentor: Dr. Margot Gage 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminal Justice, LU 

Research in Sociology 

CBD and Mental Health 

Depression and anxiety effects millions of people around the world. CBD is a substance from the cannabis plant 

that is known to be useful for depression and anxiety. Data from the Anxiety and Depression Association of 

America shows that CBD targets certain parts of the brain to help with depression and anxiety. It appears that 

CBD can be useful in treating depression and anxiety, but it is not the answer in terms of permanently curing 

these two mental health issues.  

Breakout sessions 

In alphabetical order 
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Research -In Progress / Talk 

https://scholarship.law.wm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1498&context=wmjowl
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Research – Advanced 
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Conclusions 

After at least eight thousand years of hemp use, modern medication still has not figured out its total effects with 

certainty. There appears to be a link between Schizophrenia and Cannabis. Research shows mixed opinions. 

However, compile research from national Epidemiological Survey on Alcohol and Related Conditions 

demonstrates no significant association between marijuana and psychotic disorders like schizophrenia. 
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Research
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Research – In Progress / Talk 
Presenter: David Grimes 

Mentor:  Dr. Brendan Gillis  

Department of History, LU  

Research in History 

 

Unrestrictive U.S. Submarine Warfare Against Imperial Japan 

During World War II  
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Research – Advanced / Talk 

Presenter: Mattie Hamilton 

Mentor: Prof. Andre Favors 

Department of Communications and Media, LU 

  







https://www.vox.com/coronavirus-covid19/2021/9/9/22662421/us-world%20covid-19-vaccine-rates-biden-mandate
https://www.vox.com/coronavirus-covid19/2021/9/9/22662421/us-world%20covid-19-vaccine-rates-biden-mandate
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Research – In Progress / Talk 

Presenter: Tien Nguyen 

Mentor: Dr. Margot Gage 

Department of Sociology, Social Work, and Criminal Justice, 
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Research – Advanced / Talk 

Presenter: Gabriel Poarch 

Mentor: Prof. Andre Favors 

Department of Communication and Media, LU 

Research in Communication�±Broadcasting 

Michael Oher: Human or Monster?: An A�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���2�K�H�U�¶�V�� 
Criticism of The Blind Side. 

The Blind Side was released in 2009 and portrays the life of Michael Oher. The film won many awards, including 

an Academy Award for Best Performance by an Actress; Sandra Bullock. It also was a major success at the box 

office, as it earned $309 million with a budget of only $29 million. Despite the financial success The Blind Side 

earned, Michael Oher, the subject of the movie, believes he was inaccurately represented and so were specific 

aspects about his life. This presentation will compare-and-contrast the ways that the film The Blind Side infuses 

the many different themes, or hidden messages, such as the white savior complex, the American dream, post-

�U�D�F�L�V�P�����D�Q�G���F�R�O�R�U�E�O�L�Q�G�Q�H�V�V���W�R���S�R�U�W�U�D�\���W�K�H���F�K�D�U�D�F�W�H�U���R�I���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���2�K�H�U���D�V���D���I�L�J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H���³�P�R�Q�V�W�H�U�´���Y�H�U�V�X�V���K�R�Z���0�L�F�K�D�H�O��

Oher fought to reframe, reanimate, or humanize his identity created from the film.  
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Research – In Progress / Talk 

Presenter: Addison Rice 

Mentor: Dr. Terri Davis  

Department 

https://time.com/6102149/fbi-homicide-stats-analysis/
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Research – Advanced / Talk 

Presenter: Addison Rice 

Mentor: Dr. Bianca Easterly 

Department of Political Science, LU 

Research in Political Science 

 

 

�1�R�Z�K�H�U�H���W�R���*�R�����$�Q���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���%�H�D�X�P�R�Q�W�¶�V���+�R�P�H�O�H�V�V���3�U�R�E�O�H�P���D�Q�G���:�K�\��
Permanent Supportive Housing is the Solution 

There are at least 212 homeless persons 
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Research – In Progress /d
( )UATE RES

https://theconversation.com/u-s-cuba-relations-will-joe-biden-pick-up-where-barack-obama-left-off-153269
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Research – In Progress / Talk 

Presenter: Audrey Vincent-Eze 

Mentor: Dr. Terri Davis  

Department of Political Science, LU 

Research in Political Science 

Nigeria: A Study of the Impact of Climate Change  

on the Political Realities of a Nation 

C

https://time.com/5324712/climate-change-nigeria/
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Please join us at our next conference  
 

THE NINTH ANNUAL 

Undergraduate Research & 
Creative activity  

Expo 2022 
 

Friday, April 15, 2022  
 

An event hosted by the Setzer Center 
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